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Efficient, cost-effective

Stadium Seating Enterprises, Inc. President
& COQO, Frank B. Moson extols the virtues
of the prefabricated SSE-EPS System

he value and merit of incor-
porating stadium  searing
into modern cinema design
is well-recognised. In fact,
regardless  of  whether
constructing a new complex
or renovating an existing
cinema, ro successfully
compete in the marketplace exhibitors are
incorporating stadium seating into their
projects — a decision driven increasingly by
the viewing public. And there is lictle doubr
that the presence of tiered-seating platforms
(ie. stadium seating) is one of the most
desirable and sought after amenities by
patrons. Studies even show that, given the
choice, movie-goers will travel ourt of their
way to find cinemas with stadium searing,
and even if that means looking to theatres
outside their locale.

Prefabrication, Keeping

Costs Down

Through the incorporation of new, prefab-
ricated stadium seating systems, exhibitors
can now overcome the cost-complexity
hurdles of the past. And, with new construc-
tions particularly, the incorporation of
stadium seating into the design can be more
straightforward, also faster and simpler to
construct than traditional sloped-floor
designs.

Using a conventional approach to standard
building foundaton design, the floor slab
can be constructed much like any traditional
building with a flat or split-slab, giving the
builder a flat surface upon which to
construct all demising and vomitary walls.

The seating platform can be constructed
with one or two entrances into the audit-
orium next to the vomitary wall separating
the stadium platform from the entry aisle.
Addidonally, using a recently-introduced
product designed to gready simplify the
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construction of stadium seat-
ing, the builder can proceed
with the construction of all the
interior walls, and do all ceil-
ing-high work with the use of
rolling scaffolds or a scissor lift
prior to installation of the
stadium platform system. The
advantage of this prefabricated
system is that it allows the
installation of platforms to be
postponed until that much
later in the construction
sequence  while
greater efficiency throughout
the building process.

achieving

EPS

The stadium seating system
thar makes this process more
efficient is a recent develop-
ment in the construction of
stadium seating platforms. It
involves the use of EPS
(extruded polystyrene) foam blocks and
steel riser plates as the primary materials for
the prefabricated system. The EPS blocks
serve as a fill material, and the steel as a
forming plate for the system. After the
block and steel plate are installed, a layer of
concrete is poured dircctly over the EPS
blocks using the steel plates as nosing panels
for cach platform. These steel panels func-
tion as the face of the stadium platform riser
and the pour stop for the concrete topping
slab for the platforms.

Flexible
Adding increased flexibility to the platform
system design, EPS can be cut into virtually
any size or shape. Moreover, EPS blocks can
be used as void filler marterial for standard
concrete-poured platforms, thus redudng
the overall cost of the concrete platform.



EPS (GEOFOAM)- THE LOWDOWN
Although the use of EPS block is relafively new to

cinema stadium construction, the material also
known as Geofoam refers to block or planar rigid
cellular foam polymeric material produced as large
block insulation used in geotechnical engineering
applications. It has been used successfully through- e
out the world for more than 30 years. Sometimes
referred to as geotechnical EPS (expanded poly-
styrene), Geofoam has very low density, good
insulation, low hydraulic conductivity, as well as
strength and deformation properties that comp-
lement soil behavior. In traditional applications,
Geofoam accelerates civil construction, expands
possible solutions for difficult soil problems (e.g.
retaining structure for slope stabilization), has
excellent load distribution characteristics, and
reduces construction costs.
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From an empiy awdilorium (o stadism platioms in a sSogle day

This iz particulady vrue If Invegral colour
woneree [ owsed,

Prefabricated searing svstems can al be
designed w0 scconmodsie  restronas,
enncession of pasapensys uched under
the plasfoema. [n such cases, the EP5 block
ts pliced arowanal and abose (I there are
platfonen above the spece) the blocked-ou
spae helos, Because EPS §s extremely lighs-
wright, rows @n be added on top af the
wcaipial gpaee abowe, simply by boilding a
striictural steel deck abde o suppore pla-
forms loaded abowe,

Conclusion

It is clear then, that Exhibstion bas @ new
echmalopy thit makes the instllion of
stacliim seating in new, of revm-Fiored, asl-
iroriwis much casler and Gser than cver
before, The developmone of a new sypsem af
prefabricarnd pamy improves efficiency amd
reduces come to the owverall benehic of
exhihitor and viewing public, alike. 50, no
langer s stadmm seating our of roch for
any exhiboar, large ar small, B
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